
   

 

132 Commerce St PO Box 620  Glastonbury, CT  06033 Ph. (860) 633-9691  

 

President’s Message 
 
Dear Fellow Members, 
 
Welcome back!  It was a long hot summer but I hope it was an enjoyable one for you and your family!  As the summer winds down and 
the days grow cooler, I hope to see you back at the club enjoying the company of family and friends.  One of the highlights of this fall is 
the Irish American Home Society Film Festival on September 30th and October 1st.  This Irish film festival is the only one in Connecticut,  
and the IAHS is one of only three cultural centers across the globe to have the privilege of screening the documentary 1916:  The Re-
bellion, a film created by the University of Notre Dame Keough -Naughton Institute for Irish Studies to commemorate the 100 year 
anniversary of the Easter Rising.  This documentary will serve as our premiere film on Friday evening, September 30 th.  Saturday brings 
some fabulous family films to begin the day and ends with two great Irish films, The Wind That Shakes the Barley and Michael Collins, 
in keeping with the theme of Irish freedom.  More information is contained within this newsletter, or visit our website.  Don ’t miss the 
opportunity to be part of this great cultural event at your club! 
 
Many thanks to the Pub Grub Crew for their years of service to our club:  Peter Hart, Sana Hart, Eileen K. Moore, Elizabeth O’Leary, 
Ed Perkins, Kathy Saimininkas, Terry Saunders and Allen Scarfone.  They have decided to hand over their aprons and make 
room for other members who want to participate (a few are staying on).  We are rolling out a limited menu for the month of September, 
beginning on Friday, September 9th.  If you are interested in becoming part of the  Pub Grub team, please see more information in this 
newsletter. 
 
Just a reminder…September is the month where nominations of Officers and Board of Directors positions are accepted by the Nominat-
ing Committee.  Are you interested in taking a leadership role in your club?  Now is the time to make that commitment!  See the details 
later in this newsletter. 
 
 
All the best, 

President 

Irish American Home Society Inc. 

  SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 

ENTERTAINMENT 
 

9/2 - Jeff Conlon               9/9 - Billy Eagan and The Rising   
9/16 - Dually Noted              9/23 - The Brennan Brothers                  9/30 - TBA  (10 P.M. Start Time)  

Next New Member screening:  Tuesday, September 6, 2016  @7pm.   
Next Monthly Meeting:  Friday, September 9, 2016 @ 8pm. 

PUB GRUB 
 Sept  9:    Pulled Pork/Limited Menu Sept 16:  Regular Menu 

 Sept. 23:  Meatloaf and Mash   Sept. 30:  No Pub Grub (Film Festival) 
 

We’ve added hand pressed burgers and a new kid’s menu! 
Please be patient as we move forward with new kitchen crews and new menu items! 
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        INTERESTED IN A  
       LEADERSHIP ROLE  
         IN YOUR CLUB? 
The Nominating Committee is seek-

ing individuals who wish to run for one of the 
open Board of Director positions or any Of-
ficer position.  We currently have a 2 year 
term and a 3 year term Board position open.  
Each Officer position is for a term of 1 year:  
President, Vice President, Recording Secre-
tary, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Mem-
bership Secretary, Assistant Membership 
Secretary, Corresponding Secretary or Sar-
gent-at-Arms.  Interested candidates should 
contact a member of the Committee:  Cora 
Dunning at (860)633-4048, Joan Hallberg at 
(860)416-4695 or Charlie Murray at (860)633
-0663 or Cfmurray@sbcglobal.net. Nomina-
tions are made at the September Monthly 
Meeting, Friday, September 9, 2016 at 8:00 
p.m. 

          ELECTIONS 
If an election is required, there will 

be two sessions held as follows:  Sunday, 
October 2, 2016, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
and Friday, October 7, 2016, from 6:00 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.  Results will be announced on 
October 7th following tabulation.  If an elec-
tion will be held, watch our website, Face-
book and notices posted at the club for more 
information.  Voting will occur in the Upstairs 
Hall.  You must be a Member in Good Stand-
ing as of March 31, 2016 to be eligible to 
vote.  You must present your Membership 
Card to cast your vote.    

 
GAA ALL-IRELAND HURLING 

AND FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS 
LIVE FROM CROKE PARK! 
Come on down to the club on Sun-

day, September 4th and view the hurling 
matches LIVE from Dublin.  The minor cham-
pionship begins at 8:15 a.m. EST with Limer-
ick playing Tipperary.  At 10:30 a.m. EST the 
battle for the Liam MacCarthy Cup begins 
with Kilkenny vs Tipperary.  On Sunday, 
September 18th, the football matches will be 
broadcast at 8:15 a.m. EST and 10:30 a.m. 
EST.  Watch our website or call the club for 
the contenders at they are not available as 
we go to press.   Non-season pass holders 
are $20 to view the games. 

 
 

NEW YORK BUS TRIP 
The annual New York Bus Trip will be 
held on Saturday, November 12, 2016.  
Join your fellow members for a day in 
the city!  You can see the Christmas 
Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall  
and then spend the rest of the day din-
ing or shopping.  Or just take the bus trip 
for a day of pre-holiday fun!  Tickets to 
the show are $87 per person (includes 
the bus).  Just taking the bus is $30 per 
person.  For reservations, please con-
tact Bev Concannon at (860)568-6692 
or bbconcannon@comcast.net.  A $30 
deposit is required.  MAKE YOUR RES-
ERVATIONS EARLY!  This trip sells 
out quickly! 

 
                 PUB GRUB NEEDS YOU! 
No experience required!  All you need is a posi-
tive attitude, enjoy working as part of a team 
and the desire to become more involved in your 
club!  We will train you on the rest.  We are 
looking to form 3 or 4 teams of members who 
would like to volunteer for Pub Grub, with the 
goal of working one Friday night a month.   We 
are also looking for volunteers to help prep 
specials, etc. on Thursday nights. Interested?  
Give Maureen Kennedy a call (860)550-3126 
or email president@irishamericanhome.com.  

 
 

VOLUNTEERING IS GOOD FOR YOUR  
MENTAL HEALTH! 

A report published in the medical journal BMJ 
Open found that people who volunteered had 
higher levels of mental health and well-being 
than those who did not.  This was especially 
true for people over 40. 

 
 

GAA NEWS 
The men’s Senior Football and Hurling seasons 
are ongoing. Men’s Hurling training is every 
Monday night at 6:30 and Men’s Football train-
ing is every Wednesday night at 6:30. New 
players are always welcome.  
SAVE THE DATE!! Hartford GAA is pleased 
to announce the date of their 2016 Sports Night 
when we will honor Jimmy Flynn as our 2016 
Person of the Year.  Please mark your calen-
dars for Saturday, October 29th. Look for de-
tails in the October newsletter and online. 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Irish Film Festival at the IAHS 

The Irish American Home Society will host our 
first ever Irish film festival on September 30th 
and October 1st.  The premiere of the festival 
will be a screening of the acclaimed documen-
tary 1916:  The Irish Rebellion.  This documen-
tary is the creation of The University of Notre 
Dame Keough-Naughton Institute for Irish 
Studies to commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the Easter Rising of 1916.  The Irish Ameri-
can Home is one of only three cultural organi-
zations across the globe to host the film along 
with its writer and producer.  We have commit-
ments from the Irish Consulate in New York to 
participate in the premiere event along with 
other individuals and organizations devoted to 
Irish history and culture.  This is an important 
opportunity for us to showcase all our club has 
to offer and to continue to be the primary cultur-
al and heritage center in Central Connecticut.  
 
We need your help!  We are looking for 
members to volunteer as ushers, hosts and 
hostesses, to work in our concession stand and 
for set-up and clean-up.  Set up will occur on 
Thursday, September 29th.  The film festival is 
on Friday, September 30th and Saturday, Octo-
ber 1st.  We will need ushers, hosts and host-
esses and concession workers both days.  
Clean-up will be Sunday morning.  If you are 
interested in helping, please contact Maureen 
Kennedy at (860)550-3126 or presi-
dent@irishamericanhome.com.  

 

 
A remembrance… 

Joseph Xavier O’Connor, II    
1923-2016 

There have been many people over the 
years who have graced these halls; given 
enormously of their time and talents and 
put in hours of hard work for one event or 
another…but there has never been any-
one like Joe X.  Joseph Xavier O’Connor, 
II was a member of the Irish club for 
many, many years.  He was that grizzled 
looking man you saw waving you into a 
parking spot on St. Patrick’s Day…
attempting to keep some order amid the 
holiday mayhem.  He was the guy hauling 
tons and tons of trash off the field during 
more festivals than anyone can remem-
ber.  He was the “someone” in the state-
ment made so often through the years 
“someone loves that field”, as it was 
Joe who spent hours carefully mowing 
and caring for the pitch and the grounds 
of our club.  Joe arrived at the club very 
early every morning, except on Tuesday 
when he called bingo at his church for the 
“old folks”, and on Sunday, when he at-
tended Mass and observed the Lord’s 
Day.  Joe swept and vacuumed every 
inch of the building.  He washed the floors 
and made sure that all the extra chairs in 
the upstairs hall were stacked four high…
no more, no less…and never in front of 
the window.  We still do it that way to this 
day.  Years ago, on most days, a group of 
retired members would come around to 
visit with Joe, have a cup of tea, a bit of 
bread and butter,  and talk away as old 
guys do.  On Mondays they would do a 
bit of cleaning…but the chat afterwards 
never lasted more than an hour or so 
because Joe had work to get done.  He 
was serious about his work at the club…
he said it was what kept him going.  What 
Joe didn’t realize is that it was HE who 
kept this club going.  It would be hard to 
replicate the amount of work Joe did, day 
in and day out.  Then came the day, a 
few years back, when Joe decided it was 
time to go live with his son and family in 
Florida.   We’d hear about Joe from time 
to time from his great friend, Mike Griffin, 
who came daily in the last few years Joe 
lived in Connecticut, to fry an egg or two 
and take up where the others left off after 
their group began to thin out for one rea-
son or another.  Joe was always dearly 
missed…and spoken of around the club 
with the greatest of respect and awe.  
There were some funny stories, too.  And 
while lots of people think they knew Joe, 
only a close few really knew him.  Joe 
was a veteran of World War II…a proud 
U. S. Marine…a member of the Greatest 
Generation.  He was a man of honor.  He 
liked order, in the way a military man 
would.  He mourned his late wife for the 
rest of his life but never once stopped 
moving forward.  He loved his family, he 
loved his God,  he loved his country.  And 
he loved this club.  And for that, we are 
forever grateful.  May God bless you and 
keep you, Joe X.   

 

mailto:Cfmurray@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bbconcannon@comcast.net
mailto:president@irishamericanhome.com
mailto:president@irishamericanhome.com
mailto:president@irishamericanhome.com
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34th ANNUAL IRISH GOLF CLASSIC 

   To Benefit the IAHS Scholarship Fund 

   Friday, September 9, 2016 
Open Flight 

Champion Flight (All players must be over 50) 

  Women’s Flight 

Sponsor a Hole – $75 

Checks should be made out to:   

IRISH AMERICAN GOLF 

Mail to: Tom Pilch 

185 Great Swamp Road 

Glastonbury, CT  06033 

 

BUSINESS NETWORKING 
Join us Tuesday, September 20th, 2016, for our next 
"Irish First" Business Networking Group meeting 
(third Tuesday of the month) from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. in 
the downstairs lounge. Our special guest will be 
Cormac O’Malley, talking about his new book 
“Western Ways - Remembering Mayo through the 
Eyes of Helen Hooker and Ernie O’Malley.” Cormac 
will talk about his Irish heritage, about his father's 
book (On Another Man's Wound) when making the 
“The Wind that Shakes the Barley” film; and, about 
the 2008 documentary of his father's life 
(Commandant-General Ernie O'Malley, 1897-1957). 
“Irish First" is a free monthly event, open to all 
members who would like to meet and network with 
other Irish business owners and professionals to 
help grow your business or profession. Our group 
has been growing every month with new members 
and guests. Food is provided by Enda Flynn of 
Flynn's Grille. Please bring a few bucks to donate for 
the food, and enjoy the camaraderie with a pint or 
two! Call Ed Patterson to register at (860) 215-1349 
or edpatterson22@gmail.com. 

 
Memorial Funds 

Please consider naming one of two funds the IAHS 
has established over the years to receive memorial 
donations upon your death. Both funds are intended 
to  memorialize our deceased loved ones while ben-
efiting our members .  The first is our Scholarship 
Fund which was established to grant educational 
scholarships to the children of members in good 
standing.  Scholarships are awarded in June of each 
year.  The second fund is our Building Renovation 
Fund, established to help fund the proposed new 
building and renovation of the existing building.     

   

Newsletter deadline is the 15th of the month for inclu-
sion in the next month’s edition.  Send contributions, 
in WORD FORMAT, to newslet-
ter@irishamericanhome.com. 
 
The Ancient Order of Hibernians Division #2 and 
Ladies AOH meets on the first Thursday of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. in the Downstairs Lounge.  The 
AOH is an Irish Catholic organization that promotes 
and encourages participation in our religion, charity 
and Irish culture, following the motto, “In Friendship, 
Unity and Christian Charity”.  For more information 
contact Jamie Forzono at (860)604-3021. 

 
IRISH SET DANCE CLASSES 

 Traditional Irish country set dancing classes are 
held on Wednesday evenings (except the fourth 
Wednesday of the month).  This is a cultural function 
of the Irish American Hone Society and there is no 
charge.  The only requirements are hard-soled 
shoes and a little stamina.  Classes begin at 7:00 
p.m.  For more information, please call John Droney 
at (860)521-2696. 

SIGN IN YOUR GUESTS!  PROTECT YOUR 
CLUB! 

State liquor control laws mandate that private 
clubs maintain a guest book where non-member 
guests are required to register and be signed in 
by the member.  Please ensure that your guests 
are properly signed in…help protect your 
club!  Failure to comply with the liquor laws 
may result in fines or other penalties such as clo-
sure of our pub for a period determined by the 
Liquor Control Commission. Please remember 
that you are responsible for the conduct of your 
guests and they must depart the premises when 
you depart…no exceptions.  This is your club…
protect it at all times!  Thank you for your cooper-
ation. 
 

Seisiun Every 1st and 3rd Sundays 
Live traditional Irish music continues on the first 
and third Sundays of each month at the Irish 
American Home Society, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m.  Come join the singers and musicians at this 
open seisiun.  Listen or play along with the lively 
jigs and reels…sing a song if you are so in-
clined…or simply relaxand enjoy the music of 
Ireland.  A slow music seisiun is held on the third 
Sunday from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  This is an 
opportunity to learn Irish music.  For more infor-
mation, contact Liz Raymond (860)346-3235. 
 

IRISH NORTHERN AID 
The Hartford Unit of Irish Northern Aid meets the 
3rd Friday of every month at 8:00 p.m. in the Up-
stairs Hall of the Irish American Home.  Since 
1970, the Irish Northern Aid Committee has been 
at the forefront in support of the struggle for free-
dom, justice, and self-determination for all the 
people of Ireland.  For more information, please 
contact Tom McBride (860)983-0846. 

                                        
                            HONOR GUARD 
It is this Society’s tradition to honor our deceased 
members by the presence of an Honor Guard at 
the funeral service and interment.  While we have 
several dedicated members who faithfully partici-
pate in this tradition, we would like to ensure a full 
complement at each service.  If you are interested 
in participating when the need arises, please con-
tact Charlie Murray at (860)633-0663 or Kathleen 
Blake  at Kablake@cox.net or  (860)633-0587. 
The Honor Guard will participate in the funeral 
services for all members when the member 
has previously requested or the family re-
quests our services.  If you would like to have 
an Honor Guard at a member’s funeral, please 
call Charlie or Kathleen to advise them of the 
arrangements.   
 

WEEKLY CARD GAME 
Enjoy playing cards?  Every Thursday evening at 

7 p.m. in the downstairs lounge, members and 
guests are invited to join in a friendly game of 

Setback.   
 

Sympathy to the  
Families of: 

Lady Monica Banta, John Bernetich, Patrick Bro-
derick, Lawreen McCann, Mai Miskell, and  

Joseph Xavier O’Connor, II, Thomas Connolly 

 
       Prayers For: 
  Ron Jones, Neil O’Connor  
       and Sean Preston  

   

2015-2016 
IAHS Officers & Board of Directors 

 
President 

Maureen Kennedy 
860-550-3126 

president@irishamericanhome.com 
 

Vice President 
                       Mary DaMotta 
    mmsay@aol.com 

 
Recording Secretary 

Eileen K. Moore 
860-977-9700 

Ekmoore1@yahoo.com  
 

Treasurer 
Colleen Kissane 
860-614-6440 

cakissane@comcast.net  
 

Financial Secretary 
Liz Saunders 
860-951-5269 

lizsaunders@comcast.net  
 

Membership Secretary 
Kathy Saimininkas  

 dumpladykat@netscape.net 
 

Assistant Membership Secretary 
Kelley McElroy  

membership@irishamericanhome.
com  

Corresponding Secretary 
Jenn Hedges  
(860)794-3556  

Sergeant at Arms 
Padraic Clemens  

padraicclemens@yahoo.com  
 

Board of Directors 
Peter Hart 

860-568-0628 
p.c.hart@comcast.net  

Dan Ustach  
                           860-989-1965 
                      ustachdaniel@gmail.com 
                      Sheila Dupuis Green 
       (860)633-1883 

Sheiladupuis123@gmail.com   
Pat Whelan 

860-573-3884 
Stephen Miskell 
860-478-2052 

stephenmiskell@icloud.com  
Permitee 

Dan O’Connell 
860-633-9691 

 

GOOD AND WELFARE 

If you know of any member who is 
ill, in the hospital or has passed 
away, please contact Margaret 
Moriarty (860)563-0804 or otker-
ry27@gmail.com 
so that an appropriate remem-
brance may be sent on behalf of the 
membership.  If you have good 
news to share, i.e. birth, graduation, 
etc., please send the information to  
newslet-
ter@irishamericanhome.com 

 

HALL RENTALS 
Our Upstairs and Downstairs Halls 
are available to rent for parties and 
gatherings.  Contact Dan O’Connell 
for available dates and rates (860)
633-9691.  

mailto:newsletter@irishamericanhome.com
mailto:newsletter@irishamericanhome.com
mailto:president@irishamericanhome.com
mailto:mmsay@aol.com
mailto:Ekmoore1@yahoo.com
mailto:cakissane@comcast.net
mailto:lizsaunders@comcast.net
mailto:membership@irishamericanhome.com
mailto:membership@irishamericanhome.com
mailto:p.c.hart@comcast.net
mailto:dustach@yahoo.com
mailto:Sheiladupuis123@gmail.com
mailto:stephenmiskell@icloud.com
mailto:otkerry27@gmail.com
mailto:otkerry27@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@irishamericanhome.com
mailto:newsletter@irishamericanhome.com
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The Irish American Home Society, in collaboration with the Origin Theatre Company of NYC, is proud 
to host the First Annual IAHS Film Festival. 

 
The call is going out to all Members, Members’ Families, Friends of Members, Proud Irishmen and 

Irishwomen, Film Enthusiasts, History Buffs, and Irishphiles of all generations to help us make this event a 
success and to join us as we continue our commemoration of Ireland’s Easter Uprising Centennial.  Three 
films in tribute to those brave leaders of 1916 will be presented, as well as two beautifully animated children 
films featuring Ireland’s ancient mythology and folklore. 

 
The Opening Night festivities on Friday will include the presentation of the award winning landmark 

documentary 1916 The Irish Rebellion narrated by Actor Liam Neeson at     7 pm followed by Q & A and book 
signing sessions with the film’s author, Briona Nic Dhiarmada, Thomas J. & Kathleen M. O’Donnell Profes-
sor of Irish Studies and Concurrent Professor of Film, Television and Theatre at the University of Notre 
Dame and the film’s executive producer Christopher Fox, Professor of English and Director of the Keough-
Naughton Institute for Irish Studies.  Afterwards, for an additional $25 cost, there will be a VIP Reception in 
the downstairs lounge that will include direct access to the speakers and invited guests, two drink tickets 
for the Pub and a light-fare buffet. 

 
 During the film screenings on Saturday, there will be a cash bar, fully-stocked concession 

stands, as well as popcorn and Food Trucks available on the field from 11:30 am to 7:30 pm.  Further Q & A 
sessions and discussions with invited speakers will be held after each film and the night will conclude with 
a Wrap Party in the downstairs lounge that will include a light-fare buffet for an additional $10 cost. 

 
As always, Members are invited to enjoy a pint or chat in the Pub but please be advised that BOTH 

the Upstairs Hall and the Downstairs Lounge will be utilized for this Club Event and Pub Grub will NOT be 
served on Friday Night and all planned music in the Pub on Friday and Saturday will not start until AFTER all 
Upstairs activities have ended. 

 
Tickets are now available on-line through the Origin Theatre Company link located on the IAHS web-

site www.irishamericanhome.com.  There will also be a limited number of tickets available on a “first come/
first serve” basis in the Club’s Pub.  Please keep our history alive and purchase your tickets for this stellar 
event as soon as possible. 

 

 
Friday, September 30th   

 
1916 The Irish Rebellion     8 pm 
 
Film Ticket Price: $25 
Film Ticket plus VIP Reception: $50 
 
www.irishamericanhome.com 

 IAHS Film Festival 

@irishfilmfestct 
 
Origin Theatre Company Tel 866-811-4111  

 
Saturday, October 1st 

 
Songs of the Sea       10 am 
The Secret of Kells      1 pm 
Michael Collins            4 pm 
 
Film Ticket Price: Adults $8 /Students $5 
 
The Wind That Shakes The Barley     7 pm 
 
Film Ticket Price: Adults $10 / Students $5 

Wrap Party Reception: $10  

http://www.irishamericanhome.com
http://www.irishamericanhome.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+logo+image&id=39BF8ECC05623FB7498ACEDF17A5B19357DC28DC&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=twitter+logo+image&id=831932637CEF1AEC0445B18097134C0DCAA000DD&FORM=IQFRBA
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MOVING?  

Send us your new address  

(include current address label)  

 
Effective __________________ 

IRISH AMERICAN HOME SOCIETY INC.  
132 Commerce Street / P.O. Box 620  

Glastonbury, Connecticut 06033  

Presorted Standard 

US Postage Paid 

Global Mail Express 

06033  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

OH Meeting 7:30 p.m. . 

Set Back 7 p.m. 

2 
Jeff Conlon  

3 

4 
Seisiun 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

5 
St. Patrick’s Pipe Band  

6 

New member screening 

7:00 p.m. 

Board of Directors Meeting 

8:00 p.m. 

7 

Set Dancing 7:00 p.m 
8 
Set Back 7 p.m. 

9 
Monthly Meeting  8:00 

p.m. 

Billy Eagan and The 

Rising   

10 

11 12 
St. Patrick’s Pipe Band  

13 14 

Set Dancing 7:00 p.m 
15 
Set Back 7 p.m. 

16 
Dually Noted   

17 

18 
Seisiun 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

19 
St. Patrick’s Pipe Band  

20 21 
 

22 
Set Back 7 p.m. 

23 
The Brennan Brothers   

24 

25 26 
St. Patrick’s Pipe Band  

27 28 
Set Dancing 7:00 p.m 

29 
Set Back 7 p.m. 

30 
Film Festival   

Live Music TBA  10PM 

 

SEPTEMBER 2016 


